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The Covid-19 pandemic will have long-lasting adverse effects on the global economy,
hurting developing and least developed countries the most. While it will be difficult
for the entire global economy to recover, African countries are particularly vulnerable
in the wake of the pandemic.

Against this backdrop, the implementation of the African Continental Free Trade Area
(AfCFTA) could offer African countries a lever to mitigate the negative economic
effects of the pandemic. The AfCFTA is expected to cover a market of 1.2 billion
people and encompass a region with a gross domestic product (GDP) of $2.5 trillion.

With trade facilitation at its core, the AfCFTA has the potential to increase
intraregional trade, help African countries diversify their economies, and boost
regional economic growth, contributing to Covid-19 recovery. However, its
transformational impact largely depends on its full implementation, and on the ability
of policymakers to ensure that the benefits of international trade are spread evenly
and reach those who have not yet been able to benefit from cross-border trade.

The Global Alliance for Trade Facilitation, which works to help governments

in developing and least developed countries implement the World Trade
Organization’s Trade Facilitation Agreement, and ICC, the world business
organisation, will bring together African businesses to examine the potential
benefits the implementation of the AfCFTA and trade facilitation measures could
have on intra-regional trade, and the potential of the AfCFTA to help African
economies mitigate the effects of the Covid-19 crisis.
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WHO IS THE GLOBAL ALLIANCE FOR TRADE FACILITATION

The Global Alliance for Trade Facilitation is a public-private partnership for
trade-led growth. We believe that international trade should be simple, fast and
cost-effective, creating new business opportunities, enabling greater economic

and social development and reducing poverty. Our work is designed to help
governments in developing and least developed countries implement the World
Trade Organization’s Trade Facilitation Agreement. We bring together governments
and businesses as equal partners to identify opportunities to address customs
delays and unnecessary red-tape at borders, and design and deploy reforms that
deliver commercially quantifiable results.

To get involved

or for more information,
please contact us at
info@tradefacilitation.org
www.tradefacilitation.org

@GATFnews

Sign up for our newsletter
www.tradefacilitation.org/
email-alert-signup/
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